No.8 “Q
Codford,
I Bagland,
b 10/4/19

ﬁ-r Mra.Maclns y,

I um wrising you this letter on mcoount of
being with your late son, Guaner A,3.Macksy, ut the time of his
death in December laste XKmowing that you would be suxious %0
hear of the oircumstances I imtended writing when I retumed t0
the Battery from Hospital but was quiokly placed on a quota for
home &nd mislaid your sddyese and wua unable t0 obtmin it again
until I oalled at A.l.P.Hemdquarters London a few days ago a0 I
trust you will pardon me for the daelay.

' Guuner Miokay mnd I left the Battery on the Sth
December %0 take our 14 &ays leave im"Italy; having been to Paris
together the previous year we only spent a few days there and lefh
on the 9th for Italy. We arrived at Milsn on the 10th snd were
t0 g0 on to Rome on 12¢h but on thas day we both felt a little
unwell so decided it would be better for us to go baek to Paris
than touring Jtaly which would mesn a great deal of train travelling
in very cold weathers W& 16fH Milan on 13th and srrived at Turin
&% 6.30 pem, where we wére L0 Yemain tmt night on account of the
train not going on until next day. On reporting to the Railway
Transport Officexr he noticsd thet we were unwell and sent us %o the
29%h British Stationary Hospitsl at Turin where we were examined
and lmmediately put to bed suffering from Influenza whioh developed
imto pneumonia, I was in the next bed to Gnr.Mucksy until about
8 houras before he died when'] was removed to another ward and from
what T osn remember he sppoared to be.very low.but was in no pain
when I laet -saw him. .JI-.don!t Think he suffered any psin at all
during ‘the three days before he died and wus quite cheerful until
a few hours before I was rumoved. When I sasked the Sister nexb
morning how Gur.Msckay was she t0ld me the very sad news that he
~had passed away. He was bipded 1n the Militsry gSeotion of Turin
Cemetery whioh de-a-shortidistanse.fron the town of Turin. .

T Ty would i dke 60 mention $he attention and kindness
we received from the Hospital Ssaff und Medlowl Officers snd fesl
sure the treatment and attemtion could not have been better. The
trouble seemed 0 .grip and garry-the poor Tellow off in a very
Biall tiwe but I know everyiiing'pessivle was dome for hime

It is awfilly sad thut he ghould have gone through
the dangers of war amd then died of siockness when everything was
over. Will you 5,1.“.. MOBEPt my very dsepest sympathy in your
great loss. nr.Mackay wag & particular friend of mine and
although I 41dn't have the slemsure of knowing him before he joined
the Battery I oan honestly tay he was one of the finest men it has
been my good fortune to meel and wug very popular in the Battery
where his death was keenmly felt.

Tremeseentdebdn Papis we had our photos tmken, Thege
I oollected on my way back Iln February wnd sm posting you under
separute cover by this meil. It was taken on 8th December so
would only be about 9 days hefore he passed away. Several of hia
partioulsr pals in the Battury were very sanxious to have one of
these s0 I took the liberty of giving them one whioh I hope will
meet with your approval. I'he remminder mre being posted as
ment ioned. i :

After I hod recovered and was allowed out of bed
I wade enquiries about his personmal effeots bhut these had already
been forwvardéd through the /inmthorities wand I trust they resched you
Blf.].yo T AR N

: I ox’poé;ﬂf"lit.‘&:;:ﬁ:,n for Australia in about &
fortnight's time. I am Biving you my private uddress 80 that
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should there be mayshing you wish to know I will give you
all informstion possible,

Again mrollil? regret at the unfortunate delay
[

in writing and sgain Semdering my deepest sympathy to you und
yours in your ead loss.

Yours sincerely,

HedeWillians
Bdr.

22224 30th Battery.
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¥orth Adelmide CGybling Club,
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